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                        UVC 

                  P.O. Box 31261 

        Aurora, CO 80041-1261 

   

            Minutes            

 

                 (09 June 2009) 

 

 1.  CALL TO ORDER    0902 hrs 

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

3.  MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR POW/MIA’s.             

4. WELCOME & INTRODUCTION  

 First Time Attendees/Visitors welcomed 

Tom Paolillo, New Regional VP, NAUS 

Tim Hall, CDHS 

Dwight Bennett, Olinger, Chapel Hill 

Paul Montgrain, Director, Colorado Care Planning Council  

Mike Foster Schultz, Assistant Director, Colorado Care Planning Council 

Kim Whorton, Director, DALC 

Kirk Rice – Connifer VFW 

 Special Speakers – Jordan Schupbach, PVA,  and Amanda Eckman, VA ECHCS spoke about the 

upcoming 2010 National wheelchair Games coming to Denver, and a new temporary organization, 

The Colorado VSO Coalition, formed to support those games.  They showed a video, and distributed 

brochures with pledge forms to support the organization. 

 Tim Hall pledged $500 of personal funds to the games that was matched by Randy 

Emeterio. 

 Jay Bobick requested and The UVC committed to “in kind” support for the games. 

5. ROLL CALL – quorum present 

(Note: A number of attendees did not sign-in on the attendance roster.  UVC uses that sign-in 

data to confirm attendance for active/inactive status determinations, and to maintain/update 

contact information.) 

6. REPORTS:     

a) Secretary – minutes approved as corrected.  Revised minutes will be posted to the website. 

b) Treasurer – Report accepted 

7. ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  (not in precise order) 

VWIN- Pat Kriegel presented a $75 check from VWIN as a donation to UVC and Edmee J. Hills reported 

VWIN’s enthusiasm for their Sept 14-16 meetings with a prestigious lineup of Congressional reps and 

VIPs.  Among the matters they plan to discuss are  

 SBP/DIC Offset 

 10 year waiting Period 

 Overseas Space-A travel for survivors 

 Projected Tricare co-pay fees 

 New $100k death gratuity for survivors of OEF/OIF casualties 

 A National Day of Recognition for veterans’ survivors 

 Upgrade of the “in Memory Plaque” on the Mall 

VFW – Steve Rylant reported that the state convention would start on Thursday June11 and would 

consider a resolution concerning Selective Service, and the National Convention will be in Phoenix AZ 

Aug 15-20. 

Marine Corps League - Barry Georgopulos commented that there were too many blank lines on the 

Treasurers report of organizational donations.  He stated that their $150 donation represented 25 cents 

for each of their members in Colorado, and challenged the major UVC member organizations to match 

that per capita gift. 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS AT VFW POST 9644 

0900 hours 

2680 W Hampden Ave 

Englewood, CO 80110-1906 

303-789-9733 

West of Sante Fe on highway 285. First 

traffic light, turn right (Brady Court) and 

follow curving road to top of hill. VFW 

Post on left OR Turn North on Federal, 

and then right on Hampden and VFW 

Post will be on your right. 

NEW WEB ADDRESS: 

http://unitedveteranscommittee.com 

 

Email:  uvcorg@comcast.net 
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Olinger Chapel Hill Cemetery – Dwight Bennett distributed flyers and announced a flag retirement 

ceremony on Sunday June 14

th

 at 1 pm sponsored by the American Legion George C. Evans Post #103 

and Boy Scout Troop 114.  He invited everyone to attend and announced that they planned to make it an 

annual event. 

Jeffco VSO – Henry Mondragon reported that because of veteran’s support from UVC members and 

American Legion’s George C. Evans Post 103, the Arapahoe County Commissioners voted to fully fund 

(move from part -time to full-time) the Arapahoe County VSO position.  He also announced the Post 103 

golf Tourney (best ball) July 27 at Fitzsimons.  Call 720-981-1617 for more info. 

Colorado Sr. Lobby – Bob Epstein thanked UVC for its support during the legislative session, and 

anticipates future collaboration on proposed legislation that involves veterans.  CSl has formed 

committees to work through the year to follow and participate in the legislative process and will keep UVC 

informed. 

Sons of the American Legion – Randy Emeterio announced a pig roast on Saturday June 13

th

, the 

Buffalo Bill Days celebration in Golden taking place the last weekend in July.  In particular he invited 

attendance at the SAL Duck Race that weekend – the race supports the SAL VA rehab program. 

American Legion – Ralph Bozella reported that 

 The American Legion Dept of Colorado was conducting the annual Boys State program that 

week at Colorado State University, Pueblo, where the boys (high school juniors) will learn about 

the American system of government. 

 The State Convention will be Jun 19-21 at the Country Inn, Grand Junction.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend. For info call the Dept HQ at 303-366-5201. 

 The American Legion provided in-kind support (printing services and office space) to UVC. 

Associated Veterans of Colorado – Ken Melcher reported that the Memorial Day Observance at Fort 

Logan Cemetery was rained out for the 2

nd

 time in 77 years, but the thanked everyone who helped plan 

the event. 

NAUS – Frank Whiteman reported that past president Bob Robinson is in the Fitzsimons Stave Veterans 

Nursing Home, Rm 152, Patriot Wing, 303-364-8523 and would appreciate calls or visits. 

Colorado Care Planning Council – Paul Montgrain informed us of this new organization that will have 

three regions: one North of Denver, one for Metro Denver, and one for the south.  They are applying for 

membership.  For more Info contact pmontgrain@qmail.com 

 

8. UVC COMMITTEES 

 Legislative Committee –  

o Marvin Meyers, committee Chair, commented on the Bill Signing ceremony at the Capital the 

prior week where the Governor signed into law several bills of special interest and benefit to the 

military and veteran community.  

o Nate Gorman, our lobbyist, encouraged every one to take advantage of personal contact 

opportunities over the summer to meet with our Legislative representatives. 

o Jay Bobick provided an update on the planning progress for the new VA hospital at Fitzsimons – 

the nursing home will now be called the Community Living Center (CLC) and will be on the north 

end of the complex.  He then described the general layout and passed around a layout diagram 

(the same layout that went out in a UVC e-blast the week before) and reported that the formal 

ground-breaking will be in the latter half of August.  The date is uncertain but will try to avoid 

conflicts with major VSO state and national conventions.  UVC will e-blast the date when we get 

it to encourage mass turnout for the groundbreaking. 

 Banquet Committee – Ken Melcher distributed an interim financial statement.  All Banquet accounts are 

not yet settled so the numbers are not quite final yet. 

 Membership Committee – George Palmateer presented and the UVC voted on two of the organizations 

carried forward from the last meeting: 

o VFW Post 12009 in Conifer was approved for Affiliate status while its joint effort partner, the 

Conifer Mountain Resource Center was approved for Associate status. 

o The Naval reserve Association Colorado Chapter, 9

th

 District was approved for Member (voting) 

status. 

o Colorado Veterans for Housing, which had been continued from last month was not 

represented and has carried forward to the September meeting.  A new application for 
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  The Colorado Cares Planning Council was also received and will be considered at the   

      September meeting. 

 

9. COLORADO BOARD OF VETERANS AFFAIRS – Ralph Bozella reported that the board will meet that 

afternoon at the DMVA.  The agenda items include a review of the Veterans trust Fund Grant requests 

(VSOs and SVNH had requested $983, 526 for un-met veteran needs in our communities) and election of 

new officers to serve the board for the next two years.  The slate is Ralph Bozella, Longmont, Chair; Jim 

Stanko, Steamboat Springs, Vice Chair; Joe Potter, Colorado Springs, Secretary.   

 

10. VETERANS NURSING HOME COMMISSION  - No report 

 

11. VETERANS NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATION –  

 Jeff Jerebker, Pinion Mgt, reported that 

  The state will try to sell the Trinidad State Nursing Home.  Rumor Control in the 

community is very active to try to minimize nega tive impacts. 

 Rifle is seeing an increased marketing effort to increase the census that had suffered in 

the wake of leadership issues that have been addressed. 

 Brad Honl reported that 

 Veterans Green Jobs Initiative (see May minutes) received funding from the Historical 

society to Rehab non-program cottages at Homelake.  This will be a partnership between 

returning veterans and CDHS to give veterans construction skills and continue the 

commitment to complete the rehabilitation of the historical campus. 

 Florence has undergone a renovation, and a rehab/remodel for the kitchen is next. 

 Fitzsimons provided wheel chairs for the last Honor Flight trip to Washington. 

 

12. FITZSIMONS NURSING HOME ADVISORY BOARD – Ken Melcher reminded us that the board meets on 

the 4

th

 Friday of each month at the Home and all are welcome.  Wayne Thompson spoke about getting the 

talked-about Domiciliary Care Facility and the Assisted Living Facility incorporated into the state’s five year 

plan for the lands north and south of the Home help stave-off efforts by other organizations to put those 

lands to other uses. 

 

13. GOVERNOR’S OFFICE – Adrian Miller explained why the Governor signed the Bill that will prohibit the state 

from Selling Pinion Canyon lands to the Military for and expanded training area.  Although UVC had 

requested the Governor to veto the bill, he signed it to keep the conversation going.  There had not been 

much opposition to the bill during the legislative process, and this signing encourages the opposition to 

speak up.  Additionally, Marvin Meyer’s will be stepping down from the CBVA and nominations will be open 

to replace him on that Board. 

 

14. CONGRESSIONAL STAFFERS 

Senator Udall’s Office – Carolyn Boller reported that on May 27 five members of the Greatest 

Generation who travelled to Normandy for the 65

th

 anniversary of the landing were presented with the 

French Jubilee Medal. 

Senator Bennett’s Office – Bennie Milliner reported that the Senator 

 would be testifying before the senate Veterans Affairs Committee on June 10 regarding 

the new hospital 

 co-sponsored two bills 

– S423 – Veterans Health Care Budget Reform provides two year discretionary new 

budget  authority 

– S546 – Retired Pay restoration Act permits veterans with service-connected 

disability to receive military retired pay and full disability compensation – concurrent 

receipt. 

Congressional Dist. 1 – DeGette – No Report. 

Congressional Dist. 2 –Polis – – No Report. 

Congressional Dist. 3 – Salazar – – No Report. 

Congressional Dist. 4 – Markey – Jamie Grim reported that 
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 The Congresswoman is a co-sponsor of the Retired Pay Restoration Act and the Military 

Surviving Spouses Act 

 Their Veterans Advisory Group is getting ready for their first meeting.  She requested 

inputs regarding topics or specific legislation for the group to discuss.  

Congressional Dist. 5 – Lamborn – No Report. 

Congressional Dist. 6 – Coffman – Myron Spanier reported that the Congressman 

 visited Iraq and local airmen from Buckley 

 Is working a SBA for vets – plan is to establish a Vet Business Center for entrepreneurial 

Training, and provide counseling to vets designed for veteran owned businesses and 

government procurement assistance.  It will require a program director to establish 

grants. 

Congressional Dist. 7 – Perlmutter – Bill Holen  

 reported that Representative Perlmutter will be testifying along with Senators Udall and 

Bennett before the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee on Jun 10 and will submit to the 

UVC White Paper 

 Acknowledged Jay Bobick’s service as UVC President these past two years. 

 Reported that the Congressman is aware of the efforts regarding the Memory Plaque on 

the Mall 

 Reported that the Congressman met with Sec’ty Shinseki the prior week to discuss 

general improvements in VA programs, health care initiatives, and new hires for VBA 

adjudications. 

    

15. VISN 19, VARO, VA National Cemetery NCA,  VA  ECHCS,  VA DALC, Fort Logan  

1.) VISN 19 – Anita Urdialles reported 

a. Visn 19 was awarded over $15 million for 4 rural health care projects 

i. Over $7 million – Primary Care for Rural Veterans – Telehealth Outreach Clinic 

expansion (10 new sites of care) 

ii. Almost $3 million - E-ICU initiative 

iii. Almost $3.8 million – General Telehealth Specialist Services for conferencing and 

consultation via telehealth 

iv. Over $1.7 million – Extended education and Wellness Strategies – Education via 

telehealth. 

b. Thanked UVC leadership for their true partnership efforts in navigating the difficult processes  

        leading to the new hospital 

2.) VARO – Dean Tayloe reported 

a. New Federal Benefits Booklets for 2009 are available and he brought a carton for distribution 

b. $250 VA stimulus checks will be mailed on June 17 

c. Stimulus bill authorized 18 additional staff and interviews are in process 

d. On June 29

th

 the Disability Evaluation Center at Fort Carson will be dedicated. 

3.)  Ft. Logan – Joe Turnbach reported 309 total interments in May, including 164 cremations, and that 

the turf renovation began in May.  Over the next two years turf will be removed, graves leveled and 

compacted, and new sod installed. 

           4.)  ECHCS – No Report. 

 5.)  DALC – Kim Wharton reminded us that the DALC serves Veterans directly, and VA Medical Centers 

with Prosthetic devices and hearing aid repair services.  It is the Logistics Manager for the VA’s Hearing Aid 

Program and is in the process of awarding new hearing aid contracts for the latest and best hearing 

technologies. 

 

16. DMVA / DVA – no report 

 

17. OLD BUSINESS – Paul Baldwin and Wayne Thompson offered a resolution in Support of continuing the 

Selective Service System.  See Attachment.  The resolution was considered and passed. 

    

18. NEW BUSINESS:  Installation of officers.  Marvin Meyers formally relieved all officers and committee chairs 

of their duties and formally installed the new slate.  New Committee chairs will be appointed. 
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19. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS – None 

 

20. ADJOURN  1116.  

 

21. Next Meeting:  September 8, 2009 

 

Respectfully submitted,     1 Atch:  Selective Service  

      Resolution 

Michael Shapiro Past Secretary UVC      

Steven A. Rylant, Secretary 16 June 2009 

 

 

2007-2009 

James C. Bobick, UVC President, 303-699-1575 

George Dale Thomas, 1

st

 VP, 303-751-8252 

Ralph Bozella, 2

nd

 VP; 303-776-3890 

Warren Tellgren, Immediate Past Commander, 303-912-4927 

Michael N. Shapiro, Secretary, 303-619-2276       

Glenn Kataoka, Treasurer, 303-795-4343 

Marvin Meyers, Legislative Committee Chairman, 303-694-9022;  

Nathan M. Gorman, Legislative Liaison, 303-221-2231. 

Larry Carrol, Judge Advocate 303-794-2894 

Budget Committee – Ken Melcher, 303-341-9170 

Nominating Committee – George Palmateer, 303-279-7593 

Awards Banquet Committee – Ken Melcher , 303-341-9170 

Membership Committee – George Palmateer, 303-279-7593 

          

 

2009-20011 

George Dale Thomas UVC President, 303-751-8252 (ceremonial installation to be in September) 

Ralph Bozella, 1

st

 VP, 303-776-3890 

Michael N. Shapiro, 2

nd

 VP; 303-745-7694 

James C. Bobick, Immediate Past President, 303-699-1575 

Steven A. Rylant, Secretary, 970-669-1832       

Glenn Kataoka, Treasurer, 303-795-4343 

 Legislative Committee, TBD 

Nathan M. Gorman, Legislative Liaison, 303-221-2231. 

Larry Carrol, Judge Advocate 303-794-2894 

Budget Committee – TBD 

Nominating Committee – TBD 

Awards Banquet Committee – TBD 

Membership Committee – TBD 
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Attachment 1 

 


