
 

 

United Veterans Committee of Colorado 

 

2008 State and Federal Goals and Priorities 

 

The following document contains the 2008 UVC State and Federal Legislative Goals and non-legislative 

Organizational Priorities. The numbering does not reflect a priority order.   

 

A. State Legislative Goals: 

 

1. Support legislative action to restore the $2.28 million that was taken by the legislature in 2003 during the 

State’s revenue shortfall from the Veterans Trust Fund portion of the Master Tobacco Settlement 

Agreement. Continue to protect the Veterans Trust Fund so that funds are used consistent with the 

purposes specified in statute.  

2. Support funding for the programs administered by the Dept. of Military and Veterans Affairs, including: 

(a) an incentive-based funding increase for the County Veterans Service Officer Program; (b) sufficient 

funding for maintenance and operation of the Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery of Western Colorado.  

3. Support capital construction and controlled maintenance funding for all State and Veterans Nursing 

Homes, including funding to restore the historic buildings at the State Veterans Center at Homelake, and 

for the operation, maintenance, and expansion of the Homelake cemetery.   

4. Support needed action for the planning, funding and construction of a domiciliary care facility to be 

located on the land immediately south of the Fitzsimons Veterans Home in Aurora, as endorsed by the 

State Board of Human Services and the State Board of Veterans Affairs. 

5. Support funding for programs serving veterans that are administered by the Department of Human 

Services, the Department of Labor and Employment, and other State agencies. 

6. Support legislation to expand the existing property tax exemption for 100% totally and permanently 

disabled veterans to allow the continuance of the exemption for a surviving spouse.   

7. Support legislation concerning eligibility for Unemployment Insurance benefits for an individual who 

leaves employment to accompany an active duty family member who has been transferred. 

 

B. Federal Legislative Goals: 

 

1. Support funding for the construction of the Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center at 

Fitzsimons, including a Spinal Cord Injury Center, as recommended by the VA CARES Report. 

2. Support mandatory funding to enable the provision of a full range of medical and health care services in a 

timely manner for veterans in Colorado, and the full funding of the VA health care system. 

3. Support efforts to assure that "lifetime medical care" is provided to eligible veterans and retirees in 

military hospitals or VA facilities.      

4. Support efforts to authorize and fund the construction of a National Veterans Cemetery in El Paso 

County. 

5. Encourage each Colorado U.S. Senator and Congressperson to establish and regularly consult with a 

military/veterans affairs committee. 

6. Support the establishment within the VA of an Office of Veterans’ Benefits for Widows and other 

Survivors of military veterans. 

7. Support legislation to eliminate the “disabled veterans tax” (concurrent receipt).  

8. Support legislation to repeal the requirement to deduct VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 

(DIC) from the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) when the veteran’s death is service-connected and the 

survivor is qualified to receive both. 

 

 

 

 


